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The CWM Wine Club is all about discovery and we love nothing more than sharing our new favorites 
with you. These wines are truly exceptional, each in their own way, and are bursting with loads of 
personality. Each wine has its story to tell, which is also part of the fun... knowing the background of the 
people who make these handcrafted beauties. 
 
The Rippey Family custom crushes millions of cases per year for other wineries but only 1,500 cases 
under their own label.  Their 2017 Chenin Blanc from Clarksburg is a bright, crisp white with no oak 
and a delightfully refreshing streak of minerality.  300 cases produced. 
 
Sojourn focuses primarily on single vineyard bottlings of Pinot Noir from outstanding sites.  Their 2016 
Riddle Vineyard from the Green Valley in the Sonoma Coast is an amazing wine with complex layers of 
dark fruit and a lush, smooth texture. 450 cases produced. 
 
Unti Vineyards is a small family owned winery and vineyard in Sonoma’s Dry Creek Valley.  Their 2015 
Grenache is blended with 10% Syrah and 10% Mouvedre (modeled after a French Côtes du Rhône).  It 
is bursting with bright and fragrant juicy ripe strawberry and black raspberry fruit together with 
snappy acidity.  288 cases produced.  
 
The Abadia Retuerta 2014 is a wonderful Spanish blend of 75% Tempranillo, 15% Cabernet Sauvignon 
and 10% Syrah that was a clear standout in our tastings of imports.  We were all impressed with its 
layers of fruit, earth, and dark chocolate truffles wrapped in a velvety package.  550 cases imported into 
California. 
 
The Brainchild 2014 Petite Sirah is a beautiful wine that displays warm and inviting layers of silky 
blueberry and blackberry fruit.  The winemaker is Kent Jarmin who used to be on staff here at CWM.  
270 cases produced. 
 
Sutro 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon comes from a mature, dry farmed vineyard in Alexander Valley.  It has 
a complex combination of expressive dark cherry and cassis along with intriguing layers of vanilla and 
sandalwood.  442 cases produced. 
 
 
                     To reorder any of these wines, please contact Greg O’Flynn at 415-567-0646 

2113 Chestnut Street    San Francisco, CA 94123 
or e-mail wineclub@californiawinemerchant.com 
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Rippey 2017 Chenin Blanc – Clarksburg 
   
The Rippey family are fourth-generation Napa natives who have seen first-hand the remarkable transformation 
of the Napa Valley over the last 50 years. Nathan and Tyson Rippey first stomped Petite Sirah grapes in their 
grandfather’s St. Helena garage as children, a formative experience for them both. When their father Dennis 
transitioned from land development to the wine business, it wasn’t long before he enlisted his sons to help in 
the endeavor. 
 
Their initial foray into the business was Lodi Vintners, which is a custom-crush facility that occupies the oldest 
still-functioning winery in Lodi. After several years of learning the ins and outs of the business, the Rippeys 
broke ground on a second custom-crush facility, Carneros Vintners in Sonoma. After over 25 years of 
combined experience making wines for clients both big and small, they decided it was time to launch their own 
wine brand using the considerable knowledge they had gained working alongside some of the area’s best 
wineries and winemakers. The result is Rippey Family Vineyards, which makes use of their various fruit 
sources throughout northern California, including the Clarksburg AVA in Yolo County outside Sacramento. 
The Rippeys produce almost 3 million cases of wine for other clients but only about 1,500 cases under their 
own label. All of the Rippey wines are produced in ultra-small quantities and receive an extra measure of 
‘TLC’ when it comes to picking, sorting, barrels, ageing, etc. They spare no expense. 
 
Established as an American Viticultural Area in 1985, Clarksburg is marked by its location along the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, which pulls in ocean breezes and creates a cool maritime climate. The 
‘heritage grapes’ in the area are the crisp Chenin Blanc and the bold, chewy Petite Sirah: varieties that produce 
excellent stand-alone wines, but also excel as blending varietals. Chenin Blanc is a white grape varietal native 
to the Loire Valley in west-central France. It is also the most widely planted variety in South Africa, where it is 
called Steen. The naturally high acidity found in the grape explains its versatility - Chenin Blanc can be used to 
make everything from sparkling wines to sweet dessert wines. Grapes for this wine were grown by the 
McCormick Family who have been growing grapes in Clarksburg for over 50 years.  Because the Rippeys had 
been making Chenin Blanc from this vineyard for another client for 10 years they were very familiar with its 
quality.  The wine was cool fermented and aged entirely in stainless steel to preserve its minerality and its crisp 
bright fruit character. 
 
Tasting Notes: Classic Chenin aromas of Golden Delicious apple and honeycomb are joined by orange 
blossom and chamomile on the palate, with mineral-driven and vibrant mouthwatering acidity carrying through 
the finish.  
 
300 Cases Produced 
100% Chenin Blanc 
Aged 100% Stainless Steel 
Alcohol 13% 
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Sojourn Cellars 2016 Pinot Noir ‘Riddle Vineyard’ – Sonoma Coast 
 
 
Sojourn Cellars began in 2001 as a collaboration between Craig Haserot and Erich Bradley, two tennis buddies 
who discovered a mutual passion for wine and the things that tend to go with it – good food and good 
company. With Erich’s experience making wine at Arrowood Winery bolstered by his mentorship under David 
Ramey, a plan was developed to produce distinctive wines from extraordinary vineyard sources. They started 
with 125 cases of Cabernet in 2001 and have grown their production to 9,500 cases. Over the years, Craig and 
Erich worked together to develop their shared love of fine wine into a winery that has established a consistent 
track record of producing highly-rated wines. They currently produce 20 different wines (10 Pinot Noirs, 5 
Cabernet Sauvignons, 5 Chardonnays) which are primarily single vineyard bottlings from exceptional sites.  
The Sojourn name comes from a quote by Greek philosopher Plato: ‘Life is but a Sojourn. Enjoy the best of it.’ 
With Craig and Erich having taken that quote to heart, what began as their personal journey into the world of 
winemaking has evolved into a boutique winery committed to creating high-quality, hand-crafted wines for 
people who appreciate them. Erich recruited Randy Bennett to be his assistant winemaker in 2008. Randy’s 
introduction to winemaking came under the tutelage of Thomas Brown and Mike Smith while working in the 
wine caves of Nicholson Ranch in Sonoma, where they also produced wines together for Schrader Cellars and 
Tamber Bey. Randy shares Erich’s focus on employing meticulous farming methods and similarly believes in 
minimalist winemaking.  
 
One of the extraordinary vineyard sources Randy and Erich are lucky to work with is the Riddle Vineyard. 
This vineyard is located in Green Valley near the town of Occidental, a rugged section of the western Sonoma 
Coast. Situated atop a coastal ridge with a gentle slope, Riddle Vineyard overlooks many of the iconic Pinot 
Noir vineyards of the region such as the Lucky Well Vineyard and the Silver Eagle Vineyard.  Both of these 
were planted by the late Ulises Valdez whose Pinot Noir was featured in the 2018 Q2 CWM Wine Club. 
Sojourn has been purchasing fruit from a single immaculate parcel of the Riddle Vineyard for several years. 
Over time, it became obvious that a distinctive wine of exceptional quality could be produced as a vineyard 
designate. Each of the four clones planted in Riddle Vineyard were picked and vinified separately. The Mt. 
Eden clone (which was taken as original bud wood from a prominent vineyard planted along the Central Coast) 
provides the backbone of this blend, with layers of rich, dark fruit. The other three clones (Pommard, 115, and 
828) add bright fruit, finesse, and structure. Bottled unfined and unfiltered, the resulting blend is a captivating 
and inviting mix of classic and new-world Pinot Noir flavors and textures. 
 
Tasting Notes:  Juicy dark fruit of black cherry and plum fill the glass upfront, with a robust palate developing 
in this opulent style of Pinot Noir. The finesse of French oak imparts the warmth of vanilla and baking spice 
on the finish. 
 
450 cases produced 
100% Pinot Noir 
Aged 12 months in French oak (50% New) 
Alcohol: 14.4% 
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Unti 2015 Grenache – Dry Creek Valley, Sonoma County 
 
Established in 1997, Unti Vineyards is a small, family-owned and operated winery specializing in 
Mediterranean varietal wines with vineyard personality. Producing fewer than 9,000 cases total each year, the 
winery’s philosophy is that the best wines come from vineyards where the vines are naturally adapted to their 
environment. The story begins in 1990 when George and Linda Unti purchased 20 acres of neglected vineyards 
in Dry Creek Valley. They replanted to Syrah and Sangiovese in 1992 and began selling grapes and small 
quantities of homemade wine in 1995. Once George realized he was able to produce in larger quantities, he 
turned to nearby winery Quivira in 1997 to create a ‘custom crush’ first vintage under the Unti name. After 
adding 38 acres in 1998, George enlisted the help of his son Mick, also an enthusiast of Mediterranean wines. 
Mick, much like his father before him, had worked in various aspects of the wine industry from supermarkets 
to winery national sales and had developed a keen sense of the marketplace. It was with Mick’s influence that 
Unti Vineyards was able to truly diversify into the varietal specialist it is today, working to provide a 
Californian expression of traditional French, Italian, and Spanish grapes. However, unlike some novelty-grape 
‘specialists’ who scramble to find obscure vineyard sites all over the state, Unti Winery is an estate-grown 
operation. Their now 60 acres of vineyards hold some of Sonoma County’s most unusual plantings, including 
white varieties Fiano and Verdicchio, and red grapes Barbera (featured in the CWM Wine Club back in 2015) 
and Grenache. 
 
More and more wineries in California are currently working with Grenache, a grape native to France and 
Spain. Its varietal characteristics include strawberry and black raspberry fruit with a touch of spice and pepper, 
mild tannins, and a remarkably high level of acidity that provides a natural structural element. The primary 
source for the Grenache in this blend comes from a nearly 3-acre block, planted in 1998 to three clones of 
Grenache, using bud-wood obtained from Tablas Creek and Alban Vineyards. These clonal selections, 
originally from France’s renowned region of Châteauneuf-du-Pape, give darker color and better structure than 
the majority of Grenache planted in California. The vinification techniques for this Grenache-dominated blend 
include a 5-day cold soak in concrete and stainless-steel tanks to preserve freshness, along with a natural 
fermentation with indigenous yeasts (using 20% whole-cluster, a traditional technique that imparts tannin 
structure). The wine then ages for 14 months in French oak, both small new barrels and large 620-gallon oval 
barrels called foudres. The foudres have a smaller surface-to-volume ratio, which better integrates the oak 
tannins while maintaining the fruit character. The combination results in a wine bursting with mouthwatering 
acidity that retains mild tannins and texture on the finish.    
 
Tasting Notes: Focused and approachable, this Rhône-styled red shows ripe strawberry and black raspberry 
fruit on the entry. Notes of cracked pepper, dried herbs, and baking spices enhance the medium-bodied, 
plummy palate. Bright juicy acidity is moderated by subtly textured tannins and a lingering yet fresh finish.  
 
488 cases produced 
80% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre 
Aged 14 months in French oak 
Alcohol: 14.7% 
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Abadia Retuerta 2014 ‘Selección Especial’  – Sardón de Duero,  
Castilla y León, Spain  
 
The abbey (Abadia) of Santa María de Retuerta was founded at the end of the 12th century. It is one of the 
most important works of Romanesque architecture in the Spanish province of Sardón de Duero in Valladolid, 
located in the Castilla y León region northwest of Madrid. This region is home to some of the most well-
regarded appellations in Spain - Ribera del Duero and Toro are the kings of the Tempranillo grape, while 
Rueda produces primarily white wines. The scenery is spectacular as the vineyards are bordered by the Duero 
River (called the Douro River as it crosses into Portugal). The estate property is also home to the famed Hotel 
Abadia Retuerta ‘Le Domaine’, a destination in and of itself. The hotel, part of the renowned Relais & 
Chateaux network, is located in the hostelry of the ancient monastery, and offers gastronomic and oenological 
experiences for the most discerning wine tourists. All this reinforces the area’s great tourist potential by 
combining the cultural interest of the historical buildings with the appeal of high quality wines. Abadia 
Retuerta was once part of the original Vega Sicilia property which is widely regarded as one of Spain’s top 
estates.  Both Abadia Retuerta and Vega Sicilia are located on what is known as Spain’s “Golden Mile” which 
is a 24 mile stretch that is home to some of the most sought after and celebrated wineries in Spain. In 1996, the 
financial support of Novartis, the pharmaceutical group, helped launch the ambitious revival of the abbey’s 
winemaking tradition. Bordeaux winemaker Pascal Delbeck, proprietor of the Château Ausone in St. Emilion 
(whose wines sell for over $500 per bottle) supervised plantings and production of the first vintages. He 
continues to work for Abadía Retuerta as a consultant, but the day-to-day work has long been in the hands of 
winemaker Ángel Anocíbar, who has skillfully returned the estate to its old winemaking glory. The entirety of 
the estate vineyards is planted just outside the Denominacion Origen Ribera del Duero, which means 
international grape varieties like Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah can be planted.  
 
In 2005, Abadía Retuerta received the ‘world’s best red wine’ award at the International Wine Challenge 
in London for the 2001 vintage of the Selección Especial, an incredible honor for a wine bottled under the 
Vino de la Tierra designation rather than Denominacion Origen. Since then, the estate has continued to 
maintain the highest quality standards for winemaking, as evidenced in this bottling from 2014 vintage. 
Dominated by Tempranillo, this structured blend leads with black cherries and dark chocolate. Cabernet 
Sauvignon contributes its customary concentrated black fruit character while Syrah supplies subtle spices and 
savory white pepper. The wine undergoes graceful aging in both French and American oak barrels.  
 
Tasting Notes: This dynamic red blend shows concentration and structure throughout, with firm, well-
integrated tannins and balsamic acidity supporting fleshy plum and blackcurrant on the palate. Savory spices 
and white pepper mingle with elegant notes of kirsch and dark chocolate truffles on the silky, complex finish.  
 
550 cases imported into California 
75% Tempranillo, 15% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Syrah, 
Aged 11 months in French and American oak 
Alcohol: 14% 
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Brainchild 2014 Petite Sirah – Napa Valley 
 
 
Patrick McNeil’s journey in the wine industry started early - his father Joseph started Napa Valley’s Stags’ 
Leap Winery with the legendary Carl Doumani in 1970. Patrick grew up drinking the winery’s signature Petite 
Sirah. After taking some wine classes at UC Davis, Patrick sold wine for Pellegrini Family and Chambers & 
Chambers in San Francisco and Cain Vineyards in Napa. He then worked with well-known winemaker Dave 
Phinney of Orin Swift Cellars to launch the Prisoner wine brand nationally, growing it from 500 cases to 
85,000 cases. The Prisoner, considered a contemporary version of the California field blend, was featured in 
the CWM Wine Club in 2014. Inspired by his success with Phinney, Patrick then decided to transition to 
building his own brand and telling his family’s story through wine. The McNeil family lived in the West Marin 
town of Nicasio for the better part of a century. His great-great-grandfather owned a butcher shop with a sign 
announcing ‘We Deliver’, which indeed they did - all over Marin County and mostly by horse & buggy! 
Fittingly, Patrick’s company is called Wines That Deliver and focuses on small-lot wines that are crafted with 
integrity. Patrick recruited Kent Jarman as his winemaker for this project. Kent is actually another successful 
alum of CWM! After working here for Greg, Kent went on to work as assistant winemaker for Duckhorn 
followed by partnering with the highly-regarded Heidi Barrett and her Coup de Foudre project. He is also the 
winemaker for Kenefick Ranch Vineyards from where Brainchild is sourced.    
 
The Brainchild Petite Sirah, named after Patrick’s grandfather and his knack for innovation (hence the 
lightbulb on the label), sources fruit from two different vineyards in the Napa Valley. Kenefick Ranch is a 
world-class site located in the heart of Calistoga off the Silverado Trail. The fruit from Kenefick Ranch is 
highly expressive of the mineral-rich volcanic soils unique to the Calistoga appellation. The twelve-acre 
Muhlner Steps vineyard is carved like a staircase out of the hillsides east of St. Helena. Muhlner Steps 
provides the small percentage of Zinfandel in this tribute to the field blends that Patrick grew up drinking. The 
hand-sorted grapes are fermented separately, in stainless steel and open-top bins, then aged in neutral French 
oak barrels.  
 
‘Petite’ here refers to the small, intensely-colored berries that make Petite Sirah such a distinctive grape 
variety. In its early history, it was often used as a minor blending partner to add color and structure to wines. 
Now more and more winemakers are focusing on softening the naturally firm tannins and structured acidity 
that have provided Petite Sirah with excellent aging potential, thus making them more approachable in their 
youth. 
 
Tasting Notes:  Fresh-picked blueberries and blackberries greet the nose, leading to a layered palate of dark 
fruits and tobacco leaf. The small percentage of Zinfandel contributes raspberry fruit and warming spices on 
the balanced palate. Tannins are well integrated and contribute a seamless texture to the wine. 
 
270 cases produced 
95% Petite Sirah, 5% Zinfandel 
Aged 16 months in neutral French oak 
Alcohol: 14.2% 
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Sutro 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon ‘Warnecke Ranch’ – Alexander Valley 

 
Alice Warnecke Sutro and Eliot Sutro together created Sutro, a brand that owes its creation to deep family 
roots in California history. The Sutro family name appears often in the early development of San Francisco 
from mining through the Prohibition era. Most notably, former San Francisco mayor Adolph Sutro 
commissioned the Sutro Baths public swimming pool project in 1896. Having burned down in 1966, the 
historical ruins of the baths are still a popular attraction off the coast of Lands’ End.  The Warnecke side of the 
family provides the Warnecke Ranch property, the 108-year-old family-owned and operated estate from which 
all grapes are sourced for Sutro wines. The family has been in stewardship of the 245-acre estate near the 
Russian River since 1911. In 1973, a portion of the pastureland was planted to Bordeaux varieties, and an old 
dairy barn became vineyard headquarters. 
 
Since 2010, Alice and Eliot have invested themselves thoroughly in the management of the vineyards and 
surrounding land at the intersection of the Alexander Valley, Chalk Hill, and Russian River appellations. The 
vineyard soils on the slopes of the Russian River consist of well-drained clay-loam, veined with volcanic ash 
from Mt. St. Helena. On summer days, fog blankets the vineyards until noon keeping temperatures cool, but 
afternoons are generally warm. This ideal diurnal temperature variation helps preserve acidity in ripe grapes. 
The precision farming at Warnecke Ranch also allows for finely-tuned canopy management and vine balance 
in the fruiting zone, leading to excellent ripeness at harvest time. In addition, the Sutros farm the vineyard 
portion of the estate according to the Lodi Rules for Sustainable Winegrowing (California’s original 
sustainable viticulture certification program) with plans to pursue future organic certification in order to 
cement their commitment to sustainable agriculture. If inclined to visit, one can participate in the Warnecke 
‘Walk & Wine’, where Alice leads a guided tour of the estate followed by a tasting of the Sutro portfolio - a 
unique experience that has been mentioned in 7x7 and Sunset magazines. 
 
2012 marked Sutro’s inaugural vintage, while the 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (featured in the CWM Wine Club 
at the end of 2016) struck gold in last year’s San Francisco Chronicle Wine Competition. The 2014 vintage is 
the second to be produced with fruit from the property’s highly desirable low yielding (only two tons per acre), 
dry-farmed, old-vine block planted in 1973. The practice of dry farming – where natural rainfall, not irrigation, 
is used exclusively – is (literally) rooted in California history, having been common practice until the 1970s. 
Dry farming causes the roots to go much deeper in search of water and delivers more intensity, complexity, 
and overall balance in the finished wine.  
 
Tasting Notes: Deep purple in color, this special wine opens with aromas of dark cherry and cassis, followed 
by concentrated layers of dark chocolate and leather. Subtly savory notes of sandalwood and cherry pipe 
tobacco reveal themselves in the glass. Mouthfeel is plush and velvety, with integrated tannins lightly dusted 
with sweet vanilla and warming spices thanks to the gentle oak treatment.  
 
442 cases produced 
93% Cabernet Sauvignon, 7% Merlot 
Aged 29 months in neutral French and Hungarian oak (20% new Kadar barrels)   
Alcohol: 14.8% 
 


